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Ex-airman wins RM235,000 in damages after cops arrested, but
failed to remand him... four times

26 November 2019

Azrul Hardav Abdullah is seen at the Kuala Lumpur High Court November 26, 2019. — Picture by Hari Anggara

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 26 — A former Royal Malaysian Air Force captain has won a civil case

against the police and the government, after suing them for wrongful arrest and detention

stemming from a raid at his work premises here in 2017.

High Court Judge Datuk Mohd Firuz Jaffril ordered the defendants to pay RM235,000 in

damages and a further RM40,000 in court fees to Captain Azrul Hardav Abdullah, who was

then accused of committing land fraud under Section 420 of the Penal Code.

The case, which was supposed to be heard this morning at 9am, also had to be postponed

to 2.30pm after the defendants and their lawyers did not appear in court.

The plaintiff, who maintained he was innocent, was arrested four times by the police for

investigation in January 2017, but at all four times, the courts had refused to grant the

police remand orders.

Azrul was first detained on January 9 that year, at Plaza Dwitasik in Bandar Seri Permaisuri,

a shared space from where he runs a property development company called Sun Sky

Properties Sdn Bhd.

Senior police officer DSP Norzamani Mat Zim, along with several plain-clothes officers from

the Johor state police had raided the plaintiff’s office, confiscated files, documents and

computers belonged to his company, before arrested him, and his staff.

Azrul and his staff were not told why they were arrested until 10pm that day, when it was

learnt that they were brought in for investigation over a report lodged in Tanjung Kupang,

Johor. They were later moved to the Kulaijaya police lock-up.

The next day on January 10, the police were refused a remand order by the Johor Baru

Magistrate’s Court.

However, later that night at 9pm, Azrul and the others were arrested again and taken to the

Commercial Crimes Division in the Johor Baru district police, where officers took their

statements at 12.30am over another police report, this time lodged in Nusajaya.

On January 11, the Ayer Molek Magistrate’s Court had also refused another remand order.

Azrul Hardav Abdullah and his lawyer Muniandy Vestanathan are seen at the Kuala Lumpur High Court November 26, 2019. —
Picture by Hari Anggara

But that did not stop the police, who arrested and tried to remand them yet again on

January 12 in Kuantan, Pahang, and later in Sepang, Selangor.

“His DNA was taken without his consent by a Superintendent Siva, who was never called

here as a witness, and I also don’t see the defendants company name in any of these

reports of the police’s investigations. There were also no grounds given for his second and

third arrests except for a Tanjung Kupang police report.

“The law has to be followed stringently and one cannot be held once the remand order from

the court was given. There is also no explanation given here to explain how the first, second

and third police reports relate to each other,” Justice Firuz said.
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“Therefore, I take the view that the moment he was arrested considered an unlawful

detention in accordance with Article 5(4) of the Federal Constitution,” he added.

Article 5(4) states that a person shall be produced before a magistrate within 24 hours, and

shall not be further detained in custody without the magistrate’s authority.

The Court ordered the defendants — Norzamani, the Royal Malaysian Police, and the

government of Malaysia — to pay damages up to RM60,000 for the four days of arrests

from January 9 to 13, RM75,000 in loss income, RM100,000 for exemplary damages, and

court fees of RM40,000.

“As you heard earlier the judge said I was an innocent bystander. The police were looking for

someone else but decided to arrest everyone there including me,” said Azrul when met

outside the courtroom today.

“They never said a word, just took our MyKad and sent us all over. I’ve no reason to be in

Johor and they took us there,” Azrul recalled.

Azrul’s lawyer Muniandy Vestanathan said the police should have released Azrul after the

first remand was not granted, but they insisted on finding a way to keep them under

remand.

They had asked for RM1.2 million as compensation for loss of contract and the indignity

Azrul had to endure, more so as a former Air Force captain who served the country, but

ultimately were happy with the verdict.

“The police never showed me any of the reports they claim had a connection with my client.

I’ve not seen them. Even the superintendent Siva I do not know his full name nor

designation except that he’s from Johor.

“We proved to a certain degree that there was blame on the defendants and they are at

fault. Ultimately, it’s a good outcome,” said Muniandy.

Related Articles Bekas kapten tentera udara dapat ganti rugi RM235,000 Singapore man

sues Malaysia's Immigration Dept for RM2.67m over 'inhuman’ detention Indian man dies
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Malay Mail

Report: Tajuddin is ‘old and irrelevant’, says Umno
Youth chief
KUALA LUMPUR, June 30 — Umno Youth chief Datuk Asyraf
Wajdi Dusuki said that at 74 years of age, veteran lawmaker
Datuk...

Malay Mail

Sesama Street's Elmo gets vaccinated, second muppet to receive Covid-19 vaccination after
Big Bird in PSA (VIDEO)
KUALA LUMPUR, June 29 — Sesame Street's Elmo has been given the Covid-19 vaccine as part of a public
service announcemen...

Malay Mail

Pakatan’s amazing ability to remain unimpressive
JUNE 30 — Timing in politics is everything. Sometimes, all that's necessary is an hour of good fortune.
Which is why st...

Why You Should Always Put Plastic Bottle on Tires
Amazing Car Hacks Everyone Needs To Start Doing Now

Lifestyle Asia MY

8 video games releasing in July 2022 on Xbox, PlayStation, PC and Switch
June brought in some exciting action-packed role-playing games (RPGs) that kept the consoles running.
From cute cartoon quests like those in the Cuphead: The Delicious Last Course to blockbuster titles like
Mario Strikers™: Battle League and Wreckfest, the previous month was one crazy ride. So, here is a snea…

Malay Mail

Johor Bersatu chief: Tajuddin’s revelation shows Umno in disunity, party’s leadership will
do anything for personal agenda
JOHOR BARU, June 29 — The recent revelation by Datuk Seri Tajuddin Abdul Rahman on Umno president
Datuk Seri Ahmad Zahid...

Malay Mail

Describing Malaysia trip as ‘balik kampung’, Aussie minister Penny Wong pays homage to
birthplace of Kota Kinabalu
KOTA KINABALU, June 29 — Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong launched into what was effectively a
love letter to her...

Tom Cruise's Stunt Double Is His Spitting Image
We've paired famous actors with their stunt doubles side by side - see if you can tell them apart!

Augustman MY

Airbnb Has Permanently Banned Events Across Its Properties
Airbnb has made permanent its pandemic-era prohibition of parties at the properties rented out globally
through its app, saying Tuesday the rules have been effective against problematic events. The rental
platform has gradually tightened its policies on parties after complaints and some high-profile trouble,…

Malay Mail

HK actor Bobby Au-yeung Chun-wah to do away with English name as his Chinese one is
'good enough'
KUALA LUMPUR, June 30 — Hong Kong actor Bobby Au-yeung Chun-wah is doing away with his English
name as his Chinese name...

Malay Mail

Local designer Melinda Looi makes bold dress from synthetic hair, braids for Aina Abdul’s
Istana Budaya concert (VIDEO)
PETALING JAYA, June 29 — Fashion designer Melinda Looi loves the challenge of making bold attires for
her clients as it...

These 17 Fashion Items Make You Look Older
Clothing Tips On How To Dress Better

Yahoo Malaysia

Lee Zii Jia stunned by Indonesian opponent in Malaysia Open last-16
Lee Zii Jia's quest to win the Malaysia Open men's singles title will go unfulfilled for another year, after he
was upset by Indonesia's Shesar Hiren Rhustavito.

Malay Mail

Report: Dr Mahathir says he may defend Langkawi seat in GE15 if no suitable Pejuang
candidate forthcoming
KUALA LUMPUR, June 30 — Former two-time prime minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad today said that
he is open to defending h...

Malay Mail

After Tajuddin’s tell-all, PKR MP urges Pakatan to take advantage of Umno's split ahead of
GE15
JOHOR BARU, June 30 — A Johor PKR MP has urged Pakatan Harapan (PH) today to take the
opportunity to strengthen its posi...
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